
2011 Talisman Gunsalus Vineyard Russian River Valley Pinot Noir 
14.2% alc., 172 cases, $50. Released October 2014. Pamela and Glen Gunsalus carefully farm this Green Valley of 
Russian River Valley vineyard planted in Goldridge soil. · Moderately light ruby color in the glass. Intensely perfumed 
with aromas of Bing cherry, sandalwood and spice. Charming and elegant in style, with middleweight flavors of cherry 
and baking spice rounded out with supple tannins. Very juicy on the finish with some persistence. A typical cherry-
driven wine from this vineyard, showing a slightly more demure character in this cool vintage. 

Score: 

91

2011 Talisman Red Dog Vineyard Sonoma Mountain Pinot Noir 
14.1% alc., $52. Released October 2014. This vineyard is located high above Bennett Valley at 800 feet elevation on 
the northwestern side of Sonoma Mountain. A very low yield site. · Moderately light reddish-purple color in the glass. 
The nose is captivating, with hi-tone aromas of red plum, red currant, suis-bois, red hots and peppery spice. Light 
to mid weight flavors of dark red fruits accented with hints of spice and toast. The balance is impeccable, with soft, 
supportive tannins and bright acidity. The wine develops more interest over time in the glass and was clearly better 
the following day from a previously opened and re-corked bottle.

Score: 

92

2011 Talisman Weir Vineyard Yorkville Highlands Pinot Noir 
14.1% alc., 220 cases, $65. Released October 2014. From a unique site at 850-1,000 feet elevation which has very 
cold night time temperatures. · Moderate garnet color in the glass. The nose is shy but pleasant with aromas of red 
and black berries with a hint of cola. The tasty core of blueberry, boysenberry, sarsaparilla and spice flavors is framed 
by firm tannins that add a touch of astringency to the finish. The wine has good brightness and a seductively soft 
texture, finishing with good length. It definitely becomes more appealing over time in the glass, but seems disjointed 
at this juncture. Alcohol warmth peaks out and oak lingers on the aftertaste, especially the following day from a 
previously opened bottle. 

Score: 

89

2011 Talisman Huckleberry’s Vineyard Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir 
14.1% alc., 73 cases, $60. Release January 2015. From a 1/2-acre vineyard in West Sonoma County owned and hand-tended 
by Bill and Lauren Hipp. The vineyard is named after their dog Huckleberry. · Moderately light reddish purple color in the glass. 
The aromas leap out of the glass upon opening and fill the room with scents of black cherry sauce, raspberry jam and nutmeg. 
The attack of black cherry fruit on the mid palate is stunning, but there is much more to discover in this special wine. Look for 
Moroccan spices, savory herbs, red licorice, and earthiness. Mid to fullbodied with a suave texture and a finish that makes you 
shake your head in wonderment. The wine was still pumping the aromatic and flavor goodness the following day from a previous 
opened and re-corked bottle. As good as this wine is now, it will reward further cellaring because the balance is spot-on. 

Score: 

93

2011 Talisman Adastra Vineyard Los Carneros Pinot Noir 
14.1% alc., 189 cases, $56. Release April 2015. From a certified organic vineyard tended by Chris Thorpe and son-
in-law Edwin Richards. Clones are 2A, 113, Pommard and Swan selection. · Moderate reddish purple color in the 
glass. This wine is showing a pretty good whack of oak that should integrate by the time it is released in the spring. 
The aromas and mid weight flavors of ripe, dark cherry and raspberry show promise, and are enhanced by nuances 
of spice, dark chocolate and anise. The charge of fruit often experienced from this vineyard is more modest in this 
vintage, but the wine has more charm than usual. 

Score: 

90

2011 Talisman Wildcat Mountain Vineyard Los Carneros Pinot Noir 
14.1% alc., 121 cases, $52. Release April 2015. This is from the highest elevation vineyard in the Los Carneros 
AVA. Soils are decomposed volcanic basalt. The site is very cool with exposure to maritime breezes from San Pablo 
Bay. Clones 115, 667, 777 and Swan selection. · Moderate reddish purple color in the glass. The deep, earthy nose 
features black raspberry, blackberry and black cherry fruit in abundance. This wine really wows the palate upon entry 
with layers of luscious dark cherry and raspberry flavors. Very silky in texture, with tame tannins and a persistent, 
extremely long and intense berry-driven finish. Beautifully balanced for age ability. Still stunning the following day 
from a previously opened and re-corked bottle. Superlatives do little justice to this special wine.

Score: 

94

Buena Vista Carneros is Back!
Buena Vista Carneros Winery was turning out 300,000 cases annually of ho-hum wine in the last decade.  The 
winery was certainly not on the pinotphile’s radar.  Their most-awarded wine was a Sauvignon Blanc made from 
Lake County grapes, not from their extensive vineyard holdings in Carneros.  The winery was California’s 
oldest premium winery, celebrating 150 years of winemaking in 2007, but it was living on reputation alone.

A dramatic renaissance ensued at Buena Vista, starting with the acquisition of the winery by Beam Wine 
Estates in 2001, and the arrival of winemaker Jeff Stewart in 2003.  Stewart had been crafting notable cool 
climate varietals at La Crema Winery in the Russian River Valley for five vintages.  Before that, he made wine 
at Robert Keenan, Laurier, De Loach, Mark West and Knude.  A graduate of the University of California at 
Davis, he is a talented winemaker with a big physical presence, reminiscence of a bearded backwoodsman, 
with a winning smile and an unrelenting enthusiasm for his work. His mantra is balance and he says, “As with 
many winemakers, I believe in balance, both in the vineyard and in the wines.  I like to see power and elegance 
working together.”  

Beam Wine Estates was picked up by Constellation Brands, Inc. in 2007 and they in turn sold Buena Vista 
Carneros to Ascentia Wine Estates, headed by former COO of Beam Wine Estates in 2008. Ascentia Wine 
Estates has provided the financial backing and leadership to allow Stewart to further the resurgence of this 
venerable winery. 

The Buena Vista winemaking facility in Carneros was built in the 1970s, one of the first wineries in the 
appellation.  The winery has been completely modernized and now contains 62 five to ten ton open-top 
fermenters installed in what was the former barrel room.  This gives the winery the capability of fermenting in 
unison all the wine from the estate.

The estate Ramal Vineyard underwent replanting led by viticulturist Craig Weaver beginning in 2003 with 
different rootstocks and clones matched to suitable sites on the estate property. Pommard is the Pinot Noir 
workhorse clone here with other clones (there are a total of 13 different clones) adding interest such as 115 
(spice), 667 (structure), 777, 828, 583 (cherry), 23, Martini 13 and Swan.  There are a total of 167 blocks on the 
property creating many different small vineyards averaging 2 acres within a single large vineyard.  By 2010, 
100 percent of Buena Vista’s 800 acres of vineyards will have been replanted.  335 acres are devoted to Pinot 
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Winemaker Scott Rich is just now releasing his 2011 vintage wines. He 
crafts his Pinot Noirs for structure, richness, depth and graceful aging. As 
a result, they benefit from extra time before release. The wines are held 
in bottle for a year or longer. The 2011 wines were bottled in July 2013. 

Scott sources fruit from a number of exotic vineyard sites that are often 

on the edge and challenging to farm. The remainder of the 2012 Talisman 
Pinot Noirs will be reviewed in this issue elsewhere. 

Visit the website at www.talismanwines.com. A tasting room is located in 
Glen Ellen in a historic building that is over 110 years old. Hours are 12:00 
to 5:00 Thursday through Monday, but appointments are encouraged. 


