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2014 Talisman Gunsalus Vineyard Russian River Valley Pinot Noir	 91 points
14.8% alc., 392 cases, $54. Vineyard farmed by retired research scientists Glen and Pamela Gunsalus. Vineyard was planted in 2001 in the Goldridge soils of the Green Valley of Russian River Valley. 
Clones 114, 115, 667 and 777. Aged 21 months in French oak barrels, 44% new. · Moderately light garnet color in the glass. Aromas of cherry, savory herbs and spice. Deep cherry flavor with a savory 
herbs note in the background. Middleweight styled, with modest tannins, a bit of spice accent, welcome touch of oak, a soft texture and some finish. The slightest hint of alcoholic warmth is evident. 

2014 Talisman Gunsalus Vineyard Dijon Clone 114 - Méthode Ancienne Russian River Valley Pinot Noir	 92 points
14.8% alc., 46 cases, $75. Dijon clone 114, 100% whole cluster fermented. Aged 21 months in French oak barrels, 50% new. · Moderately light garnet color in the glass (slightly darker than the regular 
Gunsalus bottling). Inviting blend of dark muddled cherry fruit and savory notes of stem and mulch. Definitely different than the regular Gunsalus bottling, with a little deeper black cherry flavor, more 
mid palate presence, more lifted fruit, a little more structured backbone and more finish. 

2014 Talisman Red Dog Vineyard Sonoma Mountain Pinot Noir	 93 points
14.4% alc., 366 cases. This vineyard is located above Bennett Valley on the northwestern side of Sonoma Mountain. A low yielding site exposed to the full brunt of cold air flowing off the Pacific Ocean. 
800 feet elevation, planted in 2000 in loamy clay. Clones 115, 777 and Pommard 5. Aged 21 months in French oak barrels, 60% new. · Moderate garnet color in the glass. Teasing aromas of black 
cherry and blueberry fruit with integrated oak, timber and spice notes. The lovely core of dark fruits including very ripe cherry and raspberry are accented with hints of clove and other warm spices that 
alert the senses. The suede tannins and plenty of finishing power leave an impression. 

2014 Talisman Red Dog Vineyard Honey’s Cuvée Sonoma Mountain Pinot Noir	 94 points
14.4% alc., 46 cases. Aged 21 months in French oak barrels, 50% new. Clones 115 and 777, 100% whole cluster fermented - méthode ancienne. · Moderately dark garnet color in the glass. 
More primary than the regular Red Dog bottling, but with deeper flavored darker fruits, a silky mouthfeel, and a delightful dark berry infused finish. A bit more rustic and savory at this stage, 
and more tannin, but with a generous finish. The wine needs considerable foreplay as reflected in the vivid fruit flavors assuming considerably more intensity over time in the glass. Best to cellar 
a few years.

2014 Talisman Weir Vineyard Yorkville Highlands Pinot Noir	 93 points
14.8% alc., 241 cases, $65. This vineyard has the coldest nighttime temperature of all vineyards Talisman works with. Gravelly, well-drained loamy clay soils. 1,000 foot elevation. Clones 2A, Pommard, 
Romanée-Conti and Rochioli selections. Aged 21 months in French Oak barrels, 60% new. · Moderate garnet color in the glass. Engaging aromas of black cherry and blueberry lead to a mid weight 
styled wine with a core of sweet and juicy dark red and blue fruits accompanied by a thread of herbal oak. Quite suave in the mouth with a glorious finish.

2014 Talisman Weir Vineyard Méthode Ancienne Yorkville Highlands Pinot Noir	 94 points
14.8% alc., 47 cases, $85. Aged 21 months in French oak barrels, 50% new. · Moderately dark garnet color in the glass. Sensual aromas of lurking dark red fruits. The bright and seductive 
dark red cherry core is underlain with a firm but not intrusive tannic backbone. The whole cluster seems to fill out this wine with goodness. There are accents of exotic spices, pine sap and burnt 
tobacco contributed by the whole cluster. The finish seems to go on and on. Hard to resist now, but this beauty will benefit from more time in the cellar as it is built for aging.

2014 Talisman Adastra Vineyard Los Carneros Napa Valley Pinot Noir	 93 points
14.9% alc., 291 cases. This vineyard is organically farmed and certified CCOF by owner Chris Thorpe and son-in-law Edwin Richards. Talisman is the only winery to source fruit from this vineyard. Planted 
in clay loam soils in 1994 to 113, 115, 777, Pommard, 2A, and two unnamed suitcase selections. Aged 21 months in French oak barrels, 67% new. · Moderately dark garnet color in the glass. Scents 
of spiced dark berry, fertile earth, rose petal and pine lead off. A husky, full-bodied style with concentrated flavors of earthy blackberry, yet not jammy with added notes of dark chocolate and floral 
goodness. Bold, yet juicy with an intensely black raspberry fruited finish.

2014 Talisman Adastra Vineyard Méthode Ancienne Los Carneros Napa Valley Pinot Noir	 93 points
14.7% alc., 46 cases. Aged 21 months in French oak barrels, 50% new. · Moderate garnet color in the glass. Very ripely fruited impression on the nose and palate. Mid weight plus in style, with bright 
dark fruit flavors engaged with an exotic spice and floral note. Noticeable tannins, inviting oak integration, and an amazing finish that lingers with black cherry and black raspberry goodness.

2014 Talisman Jamison Valley Vineyard Destein Estate Bennett Valley Pinot Noir	 91 points
14.4% alc., 59 cases, $55. This vineyard receives the brunt of cool air thru the Petaluma Gap. Planted in 1996 at an elevation of 565-625 feet in gravelly, volcanic mudflow. Clone 777. Aged 21 months 
in French oak barrels, 50% new. · Moderately light garnet color in the glass. Embracing aromas of red cherry, dark cranberry, spice and floral bouquet. Plush on the palate, yet lifted with juicy acidity. 
Forward flavors of cherry and red berry with a spice back note and a refreshing finish. Still lovely when tasted four days after opening.

2014 Talisman Sadie’s Vineyard Russian River Valley Pinot Noir	 91 points
14.8% alc., 342 cases, $45. Vineyard is located along Bodega Highway west of Sebastopol. Planted in 2009 in Goldridge sand loam soil. Pommard and Dijon 115. Aged 21 months in French oak barrels, 
50% new. · Moderately light garnet color in the glass. Aromas of cherry, sage, warm spices and sous-bois. Mid weight flavors of red cherry and berry with a vegetal thread in the background. Bright 
acidity and balanced tannins with some persistence on the dried cherry fused finish.

2014 Talisman Wildcat Mountain Vineyard Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir	 93 points
14.2% alc., 140 cases. Vineyard is located on the southern flank of Sonoma Mountain on the western edge of Sonoma Valley. Soils are volcanic - red, pebbly clay loam. Planted in 1998 at 750 feet 
elevation to clones 115, 777 and Pommard. Very cool site, exposed to foggy cold airflow from San Pablo Bay and the Petaluma Gap. · Moderate garnet color in the glass. The noise is rather primary 
initially with delicate aromas of cherry, picking up intensity over time in the glass. The cherry essence is integrated with feral, game and floral notes making for an interesting drink. A little more tannin 
is evident in this wine. There is deft oak management and the finish has good persistence.

2014 Talisman Huckleberry’s Vineyard Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir	 93 points
14.7% alc., 140 cases. A 1-acre vineyard farmed by Bill and Lauren Hipp. Planted in 2004 at an elevation of 70 feet in Goldridge sandy loam soil. Clones 115, 667, 777 and ‘828.’ Aged 21 months in 
French oak barrels, 50% new. · Moderate garnet color in the glass. The nose is engaging and special with aromas of cherry, exotic spices and underbrush. Light to mid weight in style, with well spiced 
cherry and blueberry flavors that are framed by quenching acidity. Well structured for aging.

2014 Talisman Rancho Estrella Vineyard Napa Valley Pinot Noir	 90 points
14,7% alc, 46 cases. Known as Star Ranch, this vineyard is located in a farming community in an obscure valley in Napa County. Planted in 2006 at 600 feet elevation in weathered thyolite soils. Clones 
are Pommard and Dijon ‘828.’ Aged 21 months in French oak barrels, 50% new. · Moderate garnet color in the glass. Shy, but pleasing aromas of redder fruits, earthy flora and green leaf. Light to mid 
weight in style, with flavors that echo the aromas. Dry, but not bitter tannins are quite noticeable.

2014 Talisman Starscape Vineyard Russian River Valley Pinot Noir	 94 points
14.8% alc., 338 cases. Vineyard is located in the Middle Reach sub region of the Russian River Valley. Clones 777 and ‘828.’ Aged 21 months in French oak barrels, 57% new. · Moderately 
dark garnet color in the glass. Enticing scents of cherry, green tea, and floral blossoms. Noteworthy attack of mid weight black raspberry and black cherry flavors that really cling to the palate 
through the finish. Gentle tannins make for easy drinking. The most fruit forward wine in the lineup with the most striking finish replete with vivid fruit that hangs on for what seems like a minute.

Buena Vista Carneros is Back!
Buena Vista Carneros Winery was turning out 300,000 cases annually of ho-hum wine in the last decade.  The 
winery was certainly not on the pinotphile’s radar.  Their most-awarded wine was a Sauvignon Blanc made from 
Lake County grapes, not from their extensive vineyard holdings in Carneros.  The winery was California’s 
oldest premium winery, celebrating 150 years of winemaking in 2007, but it was living on reputation alone.

A dramatic renaissance ensued at Buena Vista, starting with the acquisition of the winery by Beam Wine 
Estates in 2001, and the arrival of winemaker Jeff Stewart in 2003.  Stewart had been crafting notable cool 
climate varietals at La Crema Winery in the Russian River Valley for five vintages.  Before that, he made wine 
at Robert Keenan, Laurier, De Loach, Mark West and Knude.  A graduate of the University of California at 
Davis, he is a talented winemaker with a big physical presence, reminiscence of a bearded backwoodsman, 
with a winning smile and an unrelenting enthusiasm for his work. His mantra is balance and he says, “As with 
many winemakers, I believe in balance, both in the vineyard and in the wines.  I like to see power and elegance 
working together.”  

Beam Wine Estates was picked up by Constellation Brands, Inc. in 2007 and they in turn sold Buena Vista 
Carneros to Ascentia Wine Estates, headed by former COO of Beam Wine Estates in 2008. Ascentia Wine 
Estates has provided the financial backing and leadership to allow Stewart to further the resurgence of this 
venerable winery. 

The Buena Vista winemaking facility in Carneros was built in the 1970s, one of the first wineries in the 
appellation.  The winery has been completely modernized and now contains 62 five to ten ton open-top 
fermenters installed in what was the former barrel room.  This gives the winery the capability of fermenting in 
unison all the wine from the estate.

The estate Ramal Vineyard underwent replanting led by viticulturist Craig Weaver beginning in 2003 with 
different rootstocks and clones matched to suitable sites on the estate property. Pommard is the Pinot Noir 
workhorse clone here with other clones (there are a total of 13 different clones) adding interest such as 115 
(spice), 667 (structure), 777, 828, 583 (cherry), 23, Martini 13 and Swan.  There are a total of 167 blocks on the 
property creating many different small vineyards averaging 2 acres within a single large vineyard.  By 2010, 
100 percent of Buena Vista’s 800 acres of vineyards will have been replanted.  335 acres are devoted to Pinot 
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