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Buena Vista Carneros is Back!

I

always look forward to receiving the Pinot Noirs from Scott and
Marta Rich because they never fail to please me. Scott, who
learned his winemaking under Tony Soter when Tony was at Etude in
Carneros, launched his label in 1993. He searches for vineyards that
are challenging and expressive since he believes extreme vineyards are
more likely to reveal terroir. Scott tends to use more new oak than many
California vintners, incorporates some whole cluster fermentation, and

Buena Vista Carneros Winery was turning out 300,000 cases annually of ho-hum wine in the last decade. The
winery was certainly not on the pinotphile’s radar. Their most-awarded wine was a Sauvignon Blanc made from
Lake County grapes, not from their extensive vineyard holdings in Carneros. The winery was California’s
oldest premium winery, celebrating 150 years of winemaking in 2007, but it was living on reputation alone.
A dramatic renaissance ensued at Buena Vista, starting with the acquisition of the winery by Beam Wine
Estates in 2001, and the arrival of winemaker Jeff Stewart in 2003. Stewart had been crafting notable cool
climate varietals at La Crema Winery in the Russian River Valley for five vintages. Before that, he made wine
at Robert Keenan, Laurier, De Loach, Mark West and Knude. A graduate of the University of California at
Davis, he is a talented winemaker with a big physical presence, reminiscence of a bearded backwoodsman,
with a winning smile and an unrelenting enthusiasm for his work. His mantra is balance and he says, “As with
many winemakers, I believe in balance, both in the vineyard and in the wines. I like to see power and elegance
working together.”
Beam Wine Estates was picked up by Constellation Brands, Inc. in 2007 and they in turn sold Buena Vista
Carneros to Ascentia Wine Estates, headed by former COO of Beam Wine Estates in 2008. Ascentia Wine
Estates has provided the financial backing and leadership to allow Stewart to further the resurgence of this
venerable winery.

The Buena Vista winemaking facility in Carneros was built in the 1970s, one of the first wineries in the
appellation. The winery has been completely modernized and now contains 62 five to ten ton open-top
fermenters installed in what was the former barrel room. This gives the winery the capability of fermenting in
unison all the wine from the estate.

2012 Talisman
Weir Vineyard
Yorkville Highlands Pinot Noir

The estate Ramal Vineyard underwent replanting led by viticulturist Craig Weaver beginning in 2003 with
different rootstocks and clones matched to suitable sites on the estate property. Pommard is the Pinot Noir
workhorse clone here with other clones (there are a total of 13 different clones) adding interest such as 115
(spice), 667 (structure), 777, 828, 583 (cherry), 23, Martini 13 and Swan. There are a total of 167 blocks on the
property creating many different small vineyards averaging 2 acres within a single large vineyard. By 2010,
100 percent of Buena Vista’s 800 acres of vineyards will have been replanted. 335 acres are devoted to Pinot

SCORE:

93

Moderately light crimson color in the glass. This
wine showed a remarkable transition over night
when re-tasted from a previously opened and recorked bottle. The nose is très Pinot with scents
of cherry, rose petal and spice. Light to moderate
in weight, but packed with flavors of red cherry,
raspberry, and spice. The tannins are silky, the oak
is perfectly integrated, and the overall impression of
this charming wine is elegance. This wine has more
zippy acidity than the other Talisman wines reviewed
on this date. Decant if you drink now, or cellar a few
years for a special experience.

TALISMAN WINES

2012 Talisman
Wildcat Mountain Vineyard
Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir

SCORE:

14.5% alc., pH 3.75, TA 0.65, 268 cases, $65.
Released June 1, 2015.This 15- acre vineyard
was planted in 1992 in loamy clay and gravelly,
welldrained soils at 850 to 1000 foot elevation.
Clones are Pommard, Wädenswil, and selections
are from Rochioli and Romanee-Conti vineyards.
25% whole cluster, native yeast fermentation, and
extended post-fermentation maceration. Aged 21
months in 100% French oak barrels, 64% new.

ages the wines in barrel for an extended time. Decanting is preferable if
you drink them any time soon after their release. They are noteworthy
for their age ability.
Talisman wines are sold through the website at www.talismanwine.com,
a mailing list, and the quaint tasting room in a 100-year-old building in
downtown Glen Ellen. The five wines reviewed below have been released
and additional 2012 Pinot Noirs will appear this fall and next winter.
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SCORE:

15.0% alc., pH 3.74, TA 0.60, 173 cases, $52.
Released June 1, 2015. This vineyard is the
highest in the area, situated at 750 feet elevation
on the southern flank of the mountain range
straddling both Los Carneros and Sonoma Coast
appellations. It is exposed to cold and foggy air that
arrives through the Petaluma Gap and from San
Pablo Bay. Planted in 1998 by Nancy and Tony Lilly
and their partner, Steve MacRostie in decomposed
volcanic basalt to clones 115, 777 and Pommard.
25% whole cluster. Yield 2.6 tons per acre. Native
yeast fermentation, extended postfermentation
maceration. Aged 21 months in 100% French oak
barrels, 57% new.
Moderately light reddish purple color in the glass.
Lovely perfume of wild berries and macerated
cherries with just a hint of oak. Silky smooth on the
palate with a mid weight array of dark raspberry,
pomegranate and cherry flavors framed by refined
tannins. There is modest oak seasoning and a
healthy tannic backbone that predicts age ability.
When tasted the following day from a previously
opened and re-corked bottle, the nose was still
bright and pleasing and that silky smooth texture
still captivated. My only nit is that a hint of alcoholic
warmth creeps in slightly on the finish.

13651 ARNOLD DRIVE, GLEN ELLEN, CA 95442

2012 Talisman
Spring Hill Vineyard
Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir

707-996-3705
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14.8% alc., pH 3.78, TA 0.59, 262 cases, $44.
Released June 1, 2015. This vineyard was planted
in 2001, 2002 and 2003 at 600 foot elevation in
far western Petaluma. Clones are 777, Pommard,
and Calera. Yield 2.5 tons per acre. 30% whole
cluster, native fermentation, extended maceration.
Aged 21 months in 100% French oak barrels,
50% new.
Moderate reddish purple color in the glass. Shy,
but pleasant aromas of black cherry pie glaze and
complimentary toasty oak. The dark cherry core
is fresh and rewarding and accented with notes of
mocha and savory herbs. The tannins are modest,
the wine is accordingly quite approachable now but
was much better the following day from a previously
opened and re-corked bottle when the nose
became much more expressive, the texture was
notably soft and mellow, the tannins suave, and the
bright cherry fruit nicely complimented by nutty oak.
A bit of alcoholic warmth shows up on the finish.
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